
P A S T O R ’ S  N O T E

Greetings from Houghton! It’s my pleasure to welcome you to 
this brand new format. Over the last year, we’ve been working on improv-
ing our outreach and communication to you, our St. Al’s supporters, and 
this is one result! We recently hired Rhen Hoehn, a 2010 Michigan Tech 
graduate, as our Development Director. Rhen has been integral to pull-
ing this all together, along with a new website—mtucatholic.org—which 
includes the opportunity to give online via a bank account or credit card. 
I’m excited to see the mission of St. Al’s grow in this way, a fulfillment of 
all the good work through the years, beginning with Fr. Thompson who 
founded the Newman Club in 1947, Fr. McGee who built St. Albert the Great University Parish in 1963-
1964, and most recently, Fr. Larry (1997-2009), and Fr. Al (2009-2013). Strange as it may seem, Fr. Larry, Fr. 
Al, and I were all born on June 25—God has a plan for our lives!
 
It has been an exciting semester! We’re continuing to see the “rising tide” resulting from the continued 
growth in our FOCUS Bible studies. Right now, there are over 110 students regularly attending Bible studies, 
and several dozen more who stop in from time to time. Our total Sunday Mass attendance (11 a.m. and 7 
p.m.), has been over 300 most Sundays since late August! Total attendance at our Fall Retreat was 74, includ-
ing 35 from St. Al’s. These numbers help quantify growth in involvement. Campus ministry is definitely not 
strictly a numbers game, but at the same time, the numbers help us evaluate how we’re doing. More subjec-
tively, I am daily edified by heartfelt confessions, and students seeking serious spiritual counsel. So often we 
encounter statistics and stories of young adults leaving the Church. The challenge is very real, but drawing 
young adults back to God, and deeper into their faith is possible.

God is doing beautiful things here at St. Al’s, but there is so much more to be done! I truly believe it’s pos-
sible for us to impact twice, or even three times as many students in the years ahead, and to impact them in 
a deeper way for Christ and His Church. Thank you for your past support that makes our ministry possible! 
Know that you are in our prayers, and please pray for us as well.

God Bless,
F R .  B E N  H A S S E ,  P A S T O R

ST.  ALBERT
The Great
U N I V E R S I T Y  PA R I S H

CALUMET WATERWORKS AT SUNSET

F A L L  2 0 1 5



I officially began at St. Al’s on 
July 1, 2004, and it has been a 
gift to me. On September 15, I 
celebrated 50 years as a member 
of the Institute of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, and the majority of my 
ministry has been in the Diocese 
of Marquette in Pastoral Ministry.

Much of my ministry here is pres-
ence and prayer. I am involved 
in marriage preparation to help 
couples enhance their relation-
ship by discussing important 
topics including communica-
tion, problem-solving, religion, 
dual careers, parenting, intimacy 
and finances. I also do a variety of 
counseling—spiritual direction, 
marriage counseling and listen-
ing to students who are suffer-
ing from many different issues. 
Each week I lead RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults) ses-
sions to examine the teachings 
of the Catholic Church. We use 
the Lectionary for the Sunday 
Masses as well as the Catechism. 
Usually, this results in the people 
entering the Catholic Church. 
Within the Diocese I lead retreats 
at the Diocesan Retreat Center, 
Marygrove. These are both di-
rected retreats (generally based 
on the Spiritual Exercises of St. 
Ignatius) and guided retreats for 
women. 

Along the way, I am a listening 
ear and a supportive heart for 
students, “year-round parishio-
ners,” and parents.

NEW TO THE ST. AL'S TEAM. St. Al’s recently welcomed 
Rhen Hoehn on board as our Director of Development. Rhen 
graduated from Michigan Tech in 2010 with an undergraduate 
degree in Civil Engineering and an MBA, and spent the last four 
years in sales management. He was very active at St. Al’s during 
his college years as a leader of Friday Night Fireside Fellowship 
and a student resident “Chapel Rat,” among other ministries.

He and his wife, Kylie, are very excited to return to the Copper Country with their 
son Blaise (and another child on the way, due Spring 2016) to contribute to the 
mission of St. Al’s.

Sister
E L L E N

LIVING FAITH SOCIETY. A very significant way you can contribute to the St. 
Albert the Great University Parish at Michigan Tech is to join the Living Faith 
Society. An electronic monthly gift drafted directly from your checking account 
or credit card makes supporting the campus ministry simple and provides much-
needed, and stable, monthly support.

As a Living Faith Society member, you will re-
ceive a Living Faith devotional each quarter for 
your daily use and spiritual growth.

Please prayerfully consider a monthly sacri-
ficial gift to make life-changing ministry pos-
sible. The financial support of alumni, parents, 
and friends is critical to the sustainability and 
growth of a ministry which develops the future 
leaders of our church and world. 

Visit mtucatholic.org/donate to set up your 
monthly gift.

       Q U E S T I O N S ? 
        Rhen Hoehn

   Rhen@mtucatholic.org
(906) 281-0151

Stewardship Update



Out of a passion to share how a relationship with Jesus and the Catholic Church can transform 
the world, FOCUS sends teams of young, trained missionaries to college campuses in order to 
reach students with the Gospel. In partnership with the university parish, FOCUS missionar-
ies host large group outreach events, weekly Bible studies, and offers one-on-one discipleship 
in which we teach students how to share the faith. 

This is now the second year with FOCUS at Michigan Tech. Last year everything was new and 
we as missionaries were starting new Bible studies. We then spent much of the year building 
these students up in the faith through Bible study and inviting the students who had a desire 
to share the faith into discipleship, where they are committed to daily prayer, meet weekly with their “discipler,” strive to lead 
a weekly Bible study, and strive to disciple two other students on a weekly basis. Students in discipleship are referred to as 
"student missionaries."

We now have 23 student missionaries, 18 Bible studies (11 led by student missionaries), and 113 students active in Bible 
study. By the end of the school year, we hope to have 30-35 students in discipleship and 150 students in Bible study. 

We rest in the words of Christ as we hope for the movement of the Holy Spirit through FOCUS on campus:

M I N I S T R Y  U P D AT E

RICHARD FITZPATRICK, FOCUS TEAM LEADER

The harvest is plentiful,
B U T  T H E  L A B O R E R S  A R E  F E W ;

P R A Y  T H E R E F O R E  T H E  L O R D 
O F  T H E  H A R V E S T  T O

send out laborers into
His harvest.
–  L U K E  1 0 : 2



I was born and raised in East Grand Rapids, Michigan, and I am the oldest 
of four children. Currently I am a fifth year student at Michigan Tech, study-
ing Biomedical Engineering with an International German minor. This spring 
I will be graduating with the intention of going to medical school somewhere 
in Michigan.

I got involved with St. Al's in my first year during freshman orientation. I went 
to several of the events at the church and found a good group of friendly people. Gradually, 

I got more involved in campus ministry.

I have served St. Al's as the Pastoral Council President, a student leader and disciple 
within FOCUS, the director of freshman orientation and new student outreach, and 
now the leader of a new ministry, SASS (St. Al's Saturday Service). My Sacrament and 

Bible study attendance has become much more regular, therefore my faith has been 
blessed through community and prayer.

By far, the greatest blessing I found here at St. Al's is the incredible community. The 
meaningful and authentic friendships I have been blessed with help me to truly feel 

a part of the Church of Christ and have encouraged me to become the person that I am 
called to be. Now, I truly feel prepared to live out my faith and become a leader as a strong 

Catholic man in medical school and beyond.

Nathan Dills
S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E

A VISIT BY THE BISHOP OF MARQUETTE, 
MOST REV. JOHN DOERFLER.


